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Science, Math Applied to Real World 
By Lindsay Hartleben 
When confined to the classrooms 
and labs of the University, it can 
be difficult for students to see just 
how their undergraduate studies 
will benefit them down the road. 
To remedy that 
dilemma, the 
department of 
Mathematical 
and Natural Sci-
ences created 
the Sigma Pi 
Seminar series 
in the spring of 
2003. 
"Our goal is to 
bring in profes-
sionals from business, education, 
or government who are utilizing 
their science or math majors in the 
real world," said Dr. Rob Krueger, 
mathematics professor and coor-
dinator of the series. 
This interdisciplinary program 
was created to give students some-
thing beyond the classroom to en-
hance their college experience. 
Through the two lectures this se- 
Since 
the last 
presi-
dential 
elec-
tion, 
many 
of the 
young 
voters 
in the United States have become 
disenchanted with the government 
and the elected officials running 
the country. Recent events taking 
place in the Middle East have not 
aided in repairing this view. How-
ever, there are some young men 
and women who are   
trying to make a dif-
ference, partly by 
being members of 
the College Demo-
crats and College 
Republicans. 
Four individuals 
have come forward 
to undertake the task of starting 
their respective chapters. While 
both organizations are still in the 
developmental stage on the CSP 
campus, strong leaders have 
emerged for each. Matthew Maki 
and Sam Seefeld head,the College 
Republicans, and their Democratic 
counterparts are Eric Cannedy and 
Gary Nelson. 
Though political affiliations dif-
fer, both groups seem to have the 
same goal: awareness. 
"We have the simple desire to 
make students aware of issues, 
laws, and policies," Seefeld said.  
mester, an aim was to provide "ex-
posure to exciting fields in math 
and science," according to 
Krueger. 
Dr. Phil Newmark came from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign to 
discuss his re- 
search involv- 
ing genomics 
and planarian 
regeneration, 
and more re- 
cently, on Nov. 
17, a researcher 
from the Cargill 
Corporation in 
Minneapolis 
spoke on the applications of meta-
bolic engineering. 
Dr. Paula Hicks has done re-
search for five years as a principal 
scientist at Cargill, where the fo-
cus is on finding ways to make 
products more cost effective and 
more environmentally friendly. 
She provided historical back-
ground on the progression of bio-
technology from its first applica- 
Cannedy echoed those send= 
ments, saying that becoming po= 
litically knowledgeable "is a duty 
of sorts." Instead of asking people 
to join based on the name of the 
organization alone, both groups 
would rather see their ranks bol-
stered by students interested in be 
coming involved and aware. 
Every organization has activities, 
and these two are no different. The 
College Republicans have ex-
pressed an interest in having "West 
Wing Wednesdays," in which the 
NBC television show would be 
viewed and discussed. The College 
Democrats are looking into hav-
ing a public viewing of the film 
"Bowling for Colum-
bine." Both organi-: 
zations are also inter-
ested in holding pub-
lic debates. 
The overall mes-
sage of both organi-
zations is identical: 
become involved. It 
is the goal of both groups to see 
the entire campus politically 
aware. Each hopes to attract new 
members, 
and each is 
open to 
students 
looking 
for in-
volvement 
and an in-
terest in 
delving 
into poli-
tics.  
tion in the 1940s, with production 
of penicillin, up to the present, as 
scientists can "engineer proteins to 
do the specific chemistry we want 
them to do." 
Though many products are not 
yet public, some results ofresearch 
in this area are at everyone's fin-
gertips. Laundry detergents con-
tain enzymes that have been im-
proved to work more effectively, 
and indigo dye in denim jeans 
came from engineered protein 
pathways. 
Fueled also by the advancements 
in computer science and robotics, 
Hicks said genomics and related 
areas of science are changing rap-
idly and providing many new op-
portunities, especially within the 
last ten years. 
"Metabolic en- 
gineering and 
biotechnology in 
general are rap-
idly growing 
fields that require 
a lot of creativ-
ity. With biology, 
we are constantly 
learning new 
things and it is a 
bit like being an explorer. The 
complexity of nature means there 
is a lot of room for continued 
growth," she said. 
Hicks, who has a bachelor's de-
gree and a PhD in chemical engi-
neering, as well as a minor in bio-
technology, stressed the impor-
tance of possessing many skills. 
"One thing that I think is becom- 
By Rob Mangone 
In a highly contested race for the 
Ward One City Council seat, 
Debbie Montgomery edged past 
Bao Vang in the Nov. 4 election. 
, Our new representative won by a 
margin of 356 votes, which dem-
onstrates the political influence 
CSP students could wield in local 
government. 
Straight-shooting Commander 
Montgomery made her case for 
student support in a visit to 
Concordia journalism studies on 
Aug. 29. Her campaign for St. Paul 
City Council representing Ward 
One, a diverse ward which in-
cludes some of the poorest areas 
of the city, was driven by an ur-
gent need for economic develop-
ment in the community. 
Montgomery's key to economic 
security is partnership with local 
businesses, which she says will 
produce more jobs and lessen the 
tax burden on residents. Mont-
gomery contends that Ward One, 
which includes University/Sum-
mit, Frogtown, Central, and other 
neighborhoods surrounding CSP, 
has several prime building loca-
tions going to waste: Midway Cen-
ter, the old bus depot on Snelling/  
ing moi 
and moi 
importai 
is inte: 
discipl 
nary stuc 
ies. For 111J1QIII G, IIICLUMMIL; engi-
neering requires some understand-
ing of molecular biology, micro-
biology, chemistry, chemical en-
gineering, computer science, and 
many more disciplines," Hicks 
said. "The people who excel are 
those who are competent in more 
than one of these areas, and are 
aware enough to be able to work 
well in a team and communicate 
with all the other specialists. It 
pays to take some classes outside 
your direct area of focus while you 
have the chance." 
Krueger said the 
Sigma Pi series will 
continue second se-
mester with three in-
stallments: a math-
ematician from 3M 
will visit on Feb. 16, 
a chemist from 
South Dakota State 
University presents 
on Mar. 15, and on 
the anniversary of the Oklahoma 
City bombing, representatives 
from a national defense group will 
194, Lexington/194, Dale/Univer-
sity, and many others. 
Montgomery does not shy away 
from her platform of economic im-
provement, which is a cause for 
concern to the local Neighborhood 
First group that has struggled to 
block the Ayd Mill Highway 
project. Montgomery's own re-
search and common sense has con-
vinced her that more traffic is bet-
ter for the businesses in the Selby/ 
Snelling area, and the Linear Park 
plan offered by the project's op-
ponents is unrealistic. 
A resident of St. Paul for 57 years, 
Montgomery is "the only candi-
date born and raised" in Ward One. 
She is a 28-year veteran of the St. 
Paul Police Dept., from which she 
recently retired, and holds the dis-
tinction of being the first female 
St. Paul Police Officer after she 
was the only one of 450 women to 
pass the "grueling and gender-bi-
ased examinations" barring fe-
males from the force in 1975. 
Among a long list of credentials 
are President of St. Paul's YMCA, 
First VP of the International As-
sociation of Women Police, and 
former St. Paul Planning Commis-
sioner. 
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"Our goal is to bring in 
professionals from 
business, education, or 
government who are 
utilizing their science 
or math majors 
in the real world." 
- Dr. Rob Krueger 
Young Democrats and Republicans 
Aim to Inform Campus Peers 
"We have the 
simple desire to 
make students 
aware of issues, 
laws, and policies." 
- Sam Seefeld 
"It pays to take 
some classes 
outside your direct 
area of focus 
while you 
have the chance." 
- Dr. Paula Hicks 
speak on 
terrorism 
April 19. 
All lectures 
are free and 
open to the 
public. 
Common Sense Cop Wins Council Seat 
t 
	 The SWORD — 1 
By Kari Olson 
Lights, camera...and lots of emo-
tions! Godspell is the most recent 
production of Concordia's Theatre 
Department. Viewers were in for 
a surprise, however, on finding that 
the play was performed a differ-
ent version from the original. 
John Michael Telebak's and 
Stephen Schwartz's original 1971 
performance included the teach-
ings of Jesus from the Gospels of 
Luke and Matthew. The twist was 
that the familiar Gospel characters 
took the roles of clowns. 
The Concordia version rose to a 
more serious level by transporting 
the original to the setting of Sep-
tember 11th. The 9/11 theme de-
livered a powerful message 
through the Gospel. Just the term 
`9/11' evokes strong emotions, but 
by putting this word in context of 
the Gospel, 9/11 offers hope, ac-
cording to student Andrea Chan-
dler, 
Both tears and laughter compete 
with other emotions throughout 
the play. The sight of Sarah 
Johnson rapping and an exotic 
dance performed by "Stella" 
Fasanello provoked chords of 
laughter. This combination was 
matched by tear-jerking scenes, 
such as the crucifixion scene at the 
end. One can only imagine the 
spiritual impact in the audience. 
The overall performance was di-
rected by Professor Michael J. 
Charron, who also concieved the 
setting for this emotional experi-
ence. The set and scenery were 
designed and built by Roger 
Rosvold and James Seeman, along 
with a crew of CSP theater students. 
The orchestra was directed by 
senior Church Music student 
Jonathan Bomgardner. The musi-
cians in the orchestra included 
members of the CSP community: 
Jeremy Davis (percussion and vo-
cals), P.J. Stohlmann (keyboard 
and vocals), April Clausen (piano 
and vocals), Erica Eickhoff (cello), 
Dr. John Roth (guitars) and son 
Justin Roth (bass), CSP alumni 
Andrew Johnson (guitars and 
mandolin), as well as drummer 
Dean Dunnavan who teaches reli-
gion at Concordia Acadamy. The 
musicians not only played, but 
sang "On the Willows" which 
played under the emotional good-
bye scene of the Last Supper. 
The actors featured familiar 
faces from previous theatre perfor-
mances. Actors/actresses Paul 
Brutscher, Amanda Busby, Eric 
Cannedy, Janelle Cotter, Abby Jo 
Dawkins, Andrea Fasanello, Drew 
Reuss, and Aaron Singleton are 
upper classmen who have worked 
in the theatre previously. New to 
the stage were freshmen Dan 
Aubin, Eva Deterding, junior Ken-
neth Fischl, a transfer student, and 
seniors Sarah Johnson and Owen 
Rasmussen. 
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Student Wonders Where Is Christian Love 
By Eric Selle 
After reading an editorial in the 
Oct. 8th issue of the Sword and 
speaking to some fellow students, 
I've decided to say what's on my 
mind. Although I understand the 
frustration that some students have 
experienced with the new laundry 
procedure and those students' de-
sire for change, 1 don't think the 
situation was handled effectively. 
Pennies, nickels and dimes were 
taken to the Bear Center which 
annoyed the cashier, and an insen-
sitive editorial was written, call-
ing on students to "bring on the 
pennies!" We're now further from 
the desired goal of convenience, 
and much further from receiving 
better customer service. The only  
results I've observed so far are the 
$10 minimum policy for putting 
money on cards and the hurt feel-
ings of a CSP employee. I don't 
think anyone intended for this to 
happen. 
"None of this would be an issue 
if it weren't for new policies be-
ing formed in the Cashier's Of-
fice." This statement seems to 
place all the blame on the cashier. 
'However, it may be true that the 
original conflict is completely un-
related to the cashier at all: stu-
dents want to continue to use their 
quarters in the laundry machines 
in addition to using their cards. 
Pennies, nickels, and dimes don't 
fit into the equation since they 
would not be accepted by the ma- 
chines anyway. Neither does the 
cashier, who has no power to 
change the way the laundry ma-
chines accept   
money. 
Our cashier, Marla 
Nielsen, is not only 
a hardworking em-
ployee, she's a kind 
and understanding 
person as well. I 
have had difficulties 
paying my tuition on 
time due to problems 
with my credit card company. Ms. 
Nielsen went above and beyond 
her role as cashier to help me solve 
the conflict. She made telephone 
calls to the bank, she kept me up-
dated via voicemails and e-mailS, 
and when all else failed, she even 
protected me from receiving a late 
fee from the University. Above all, 
she treated me 
with kindness, 
respect, and un-
derstanding. 
I believe the 
ultimate issue at 
stake is not cus-
tomer service. 
Yes, perhaps 
there are 
changes to be 
made concerning customer ser-
vice, but I think the ultimate issue 
at stake is our role as Christians in 
the world. We Christians are ac-
countable for living out a thought- 
our neighbors with love and re-
spect. Trying to make our own 
lives more convenient at the cost 
of another person's feelings prob-
ably does more harm than good. 
Let's go about changing customer 
service in a new way. We can 
make positive changes by treating 
our neighbor with love and re-
spect, and trying to understand 
why things happen the way they 
do, then, respectfully voicing our 
concerns to the appropriate 
people. 1'11 bet we would do a lot 
more than improve customer ser-
vice: we may just uplift a fellow 
Christian brother or sister and 
make a friend in the process. 
Students, bring on the Chris- 
"Our cashier, Marla 
Nielsen, is not 
only a hardworking 
employee, she's a kind 
and understanding 
person as well." 
- Eric Selle 
ful and informed life and treating tian love! 
Big Cat Consoles Campus Woes 
Dear Big Cat, 	 through tough times. I myself have they are starting to get a little tired 
I am a second year student here utilized these resources and I of it. What should I do? Help me, 
from the south. I am not used to turned out all right. I think. Sec- I stink. 
all of this mucky weather. Last ond, friends and family are always 	Sincerely, Smelly 
year I got really depressed during good resources. I have found that Dear Smelly Stink, 
this time and I thought that it might a friend's love is the closest to that -1. I smell your pain. I too am stuck 
_be home sickness. However, it is of the love of Christ that we can - with few clean clothes. However, 
happening again and I am starting find on this earth. I am open for I can tell you this If you want 
. to think it is because of the gloomy "being Your - friend:  Can I pencil some tips on how to sustain a semi-
- weather. ther. What should I do to get you in? Third, go to the number natural life . while wearing dirty 
through this? Please give me some one, God. Psalms 55:22 says, clothes you can contact Ryan 
advice. 	 "Cast your burden on the Lord, Hatch. (Name used by permission 
Sincerely, Gloomy 	 and He shall sustain you; He shall of Ryan Hatch, funded by Campus 
Dear Gloomy, 	 never permit the righteous to be for a Cleaner Ryan Hatch) 
"Do not cry. Be happy or else I moved." This is a promise, and Febreeze is also a very tasty solu-
will give you something to cry unlike me God never breaks His tion. However, if you actually do 
about." Inspiring words from my promises. Oh, I said I had four want to do your laundry there are 
mother. Anywho, this is the time tips. Ummm... Fourth, never step quite a few banks in the area that 
of year that many things start to on a flaming paper sack. It could could easily change a ten dollar bill 
come to a head. You have class be bad. I pray that all will work into a roll of quarters. If you 
projects due, extra-curricular ac- out for you and that you will find would like to get the deed done 
tivities that are in full boar, and your strength in Jesus Christ. while you are already out, there are 
friendships that might be getting 	Pooped, Big Cat 	 several Laundromats in the area 
stressed because of it. Also, you Dear Big Cat, that might actually be a little 
might have family, car, or other 	Because of the maintenance of cheaper than our machines. How- 
problems that you need to deal the laundry card swipes I am un- ever, I am not going to do my laun-
with. I will give you four point- able to do my laundry because I dry until the card swipes are work-
ers. First, this campus provides have no quarters. Up to this point ing again. Ha Ha Ha!!! 
counselors that can help you my friends have helped me out, but 	Sweetly Smelling, Big Cat 
Godspell: New Look to a Familiar Musical 
International Graduate Voices 
Concerns Over Program Changes 
By Masa Tada 
My name is Masa Tada. I am an 
international student from Tokyo, 
Japan. I graduated from Concordia 
University, St. Paul in May, 2001. 
My major was Communication 
Studies with a focus on Intercul-
tural Communication. After I 
graduated from Concordia, I went 
back to my home country and 
worked in Tokyo. Recently, I left 
my company and- came back to 
Concordia to get my Master of 
Arts Organization Management 
degree. 
My first year at Concordia was 
the hardest year in my college life. 
When I came to Concordia in Au-
gust 1997, I did not know anything 
about American college life. How-
ever, my difficult transition was 
made much easier because at that 
time, CSP had an international stu-
dent advisor who was very help-
ful. Before I came to Concordia, 
the international student advisor 
called me and asked to meet me 
before I started my first semester. 
The advisor knew that I was ner-
vous about studying at an Ameri-
can college. She introduced me to 
other international students and 
they took care of me by preparing 
me mentally and giving me good 
advice for my studies. I felt com-
fortable sharing my problems with 
them, even though my English 
skills were not good at the time. I 
do not know if I would have been 
able to succeed academically if it 
were not for the international ad-
visor and the international student 
club. 
Now, however, things are differ-
ent. CSP no longer has an inter-
national advisor. It is true that CSP 
takes care of paper work for inter-
national students, but we still need 
an international student advisor at 
this school. It is very difficult for 
us as International students to get 
used to American college life and 
American life. When we have 
problems with our college or 
American life, we do not know 
whom we should talk with. That 
is why, most schools have an in- 
ternational student advisor to en-
sure international students have a 
comfortable college life. 
It must be hard for American 
people to understand how difficult 
it is to be away from our own coun-
try and to study a different lan-
guage, Every country has its own 
culture, so people still need to re-
spect their culture. I am sure that 
international students are willing 
to acCeptAinerican culture as well, 
but I would like other students to 
understand the feelings of interna-
tional students. Concordia has an 
Intercultural Communication 
course that students and faculty 
members need to take to learn 
more about other countries' cul-
tures. 
I had an interview with Michael 
James Grannis, DCE Intern; Lay 
Missionary VYM (Japan). He 
said, "I think it is very important 
for people to realize that the world 
is a smaller and smaller place. I 
think having an international corn-
munity will help some people learn 
that, and I think that it is a great 
way for people to make friends and 
break down racial barriers." Even 
though international students are 
the minority group at Concordia, 
American students might be inter-
ested in becoming familiar with the 
cultures of other countries or mak-
ing other friends out side of the US. 
I also think that is it a great place 
for American people who are from 
other parts of the country to find 
other people who are looking for 
a place to feel comfortable. 
If there are any international stu-
dents or people v.,ho are interested 
in this topic, please feel free to 
contact me! I really would like to 
know how other international stu-
dents feel about their experience 
at Concordia. I would also like to 
know what American students 
think about having international 
students at school. For interna-
tional students, please know that 
you are not alone. There are oth-
ers who understand our feelings 
and want to support us! My e-mail 
address is mstd99@aol.com  
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The SWORD Staff 
Wishes (You 
A Foundation of Service and Leadership 
UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS SCHOOL OF LAW 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
The University of St. Thomas School of Law is a national, 
faith -based law school, that shares a distinctive vision 
of what the law and the legal profession can be. 
Located in downtown Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
our students have access to a thriving legal and business community. 
For more information: 
(65 1) 962-4895 or e-mail: lawschoolOistthomas.edu  
1Xreb: NVWW. S t thorn as .ed ullawsc h ool 
UNIVERSITY of ST-THOMAS 
_MINN18CITA. 
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CSP Speaks: For What Are You Thankful? 
Rikiee Ellis, Junior : "I am thank-
ful for my family and to be here at 
this school." 
Marcus Breitbarth, Junior: "1 am 
thankful for family and the oppor-
tunities that I have had to experi-
ence life." 
President Holst: "I am thankful 
for a great wife and all the won-
derful people at Concordia Univer-
sity, St. Paul." 
Gretchen Maurer, Sophomore: "I 
am thankful for my family and 
friends. I am also thankful for 
God's love and all the babies that 
I work with." 
Anna Durr, Senior: "I am thank-
ful for life, my family and friends, 
and my health." 
((D 
Chris Schwanke, Sophomore: "I 
am thankful for having such a great 
family and childhood." 
Joe Behnke, Sophomore: "I am 
thankful for my family and the 
blessings that God has given me." 
Lindsay Hargens, Freshman: "I 
am thankful for good friends and 
family. I am also thankful for the 
different freedoms I have, espe-
cially freedom of religion." 
Connie Strohschein: I am thank-
ful that my husband and I sold our Michael Houston, Senior : "I am 
house in two days and that my hus- thankful for my family, life, and 
band has a call to a congregation." opportunities." 
Nerf-Tag: Watch Out For Flying Yellow Balls, 
By Adrian Perryman 	 the player in front of them in the sponsored the event, which was 
Students skipping class, stalking, circle whom they needed to tag. organized by Hatch, and a small 
and throwing balls at each other? While each player was in pursuit team of CSP students that included 
Has the . CSP campus gone mad? oissomeone, another person was in Josh Hoffman and Andrea Chan-
No, it's Nerf-Tag, the brainchild of pursuit of them. When someone dler. Although similar games to 
Ryan Hatch that had over 70 play- was eliminated by being tagged by this one have been played on cam-
ers looking over their shoulders a yellow Nerf ball, they handed puses across the country including 
during Homecoming week. over the name of the person they MIT and Stanford, Hatch and his 
Tag or be tagged was the men- pursued to the person who elimi- team designed this game's rules to 
tality of the players who consisted nated them. The game continued fit the CSP campus. "We had to 
of on and off campus students as until all but one person was elimi- completely create the rules, 
well as one faculty member. All of nated. timeline, boundaries, safe zones, 
the players were randomly ordered 	"The purpose behind Nerf-Tag target identification cards, and the 
to form a giant circle. Each player was to grow the people of this cam- model for distributing and elimi-
received the name and picture of pus together," said Hatch. The nating players," said Hatch. 
game, which started at 12:30 a.m. 	When asked if he was planning 
on the Monday of homecoming on playing the game again, Hatch 
week, lasted four days. The last said, "Yes, next semester for sure!" 
man standing, Lonal Van, domi- So, if you missed out on the fun 
nated the game with 16 elimina- last time around, keep your eyes 
tions. The second highest elimi- open for what is sure to be another 
nation total was five. 	 entertaining round of Nerf-Tag. 
The Concordia Activities Board 
2003 Christmas Concert Offers 
Promise of 'Heavenly Peace' 
By Eric Cannedy 	 for for the concert. 
Every year, CSP students, faculty, 	Performers in the concert include 
staff, and community look forward Concordia's Christus Chorus, 
to the Christmas Concert put on Concert Band, Handbell En-
here at Concordia. This year's semble, Jubilate Choir, Percussion 
concert will be no exception, as the Ensemble, student organists and a 
students and faculty involved pre- chamber string orchestra. Faculty 
pare for what will undoubtedly be soloists include Professor Shari 
a thought provoking and insight- Speer, soprano; Professor Michael 
ful Christmas Concert, "In Heav- Schmidt, baritone; and Dr. John 
enly Peace." Eggert, organist. "A lot of hard 
This year's concert will include work goes into this concert on 
music that focuses on peaceful many different levels," says 
scenes from the nativity, as well as Christus Chorus member Seth 
praise for the newborn Jesus. Im- Gehrke. "It's amazing how it al-
ages of war will also be presented ways touches the entire Concordia 
throughout the concert, presenting community." 
stark contrast to the "heavenly 	There are three opportunities to 
peace" in the rest of the concert. see the Concordia Christmas Con-
"The concert shifts back and forth cert, "In Heavenly Peace," in the 
between music of war and that of Buetow Music Auditorium: Satur-
peace, ending on a hopeful note. I day, Dec. 6 at 7:30 pm and Sun-
think it's an especially appropri- day, Dec. 7 at 3:00 and 7:30 pm. 
ate concert as we continue to feel Tickets are available by calling 
the effects of war and violence TicketWorks at 612-343-3390, or 
both abroad and at home," said Dr. by visiting their website at http:// 
David Mennicke, chair of the www.ticketworks.com  ($10 
Music Department and coordina- adults/$8 students and seniors). 
The SWOWD — 
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Senior Natalie Schmit gets aggressive in a home game 
against Bemidji State University 
ByDebbie 
Burke 
It has been a 
"rollercoaster" 
year for se-
nior, Natalie 
Schmit. 
Schmit, cap-
tain and four 
year starter for 
Concordia's 
soccer team, 
can describe 
soccer's pro-
gression the 
best because 
she is the only 
player at 
Concordia 
who has been 
here for four 
years. "It was 
hard,"said 
Schmit, 
whose first 
year of soccer 
was played 
with girls that 
had never 
even played 
soccer before. 
"My first year, 
our off season 
consisted of 
my coach and 
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By Jennie Eyberg 
Approaching the final green she 
takes out her putter, admiring the 
beautiful shot that put her one foot 
from the hole. She taps in the ball 
and completes another 18-hole 
round for the Concordia Golden 
Bears women's golf team. 
In 2001 Concordia University 
added women's golf to their club 
programs; on June 24, 2002 it be-
came an official varsity sport. 
"The program started because 
there was a need to add another 
woman's sport. Concordia chose 
golf because of the popularity it 
has gained over the past 5-10 years 
with players like Tiger Woods or 
Annika Sorenstam," head golf 
coach Matt Higgins said. 
Title IX was a factor in adding 
women's golf. Because of Title IX 
ruling, colleges are required to 
have an equal percentage of men's 
and women's sports. Concordia 
needed to fulfill this, so they de-
cided that women's golf would be 
added. 
Getting the golf program started 
was a long task. They needed to 
raise money and select a person to 
run and coach the team. "During 
the year prior to the start of the 
program, then Concordia Athletic 
Director, Dan O'Brien asked me 
if I would be interested in starting 
and coaching a women's golf team. 
He set aside some money for it and 
I had to fundraise the rest of the 
money that was needed," Higgins 
said. 
The program also had to get 
passed through committees to be 
The SWORD — 4 
allowed as a varsity program at 
Concordia. 
After these tasks were com-
pleted, Concordia still needed 
women to go out for the program. 
"1 found players by word of 
mouth, and [by] putting up flyers 
around campus advertising that a 
women's golf program was going 
to begin," Higgins said. 
The first year of the program 
started with five women. The team 
consisted of women who had ei-
ther played golf on occasions in 
the past or were just learning how 
to play. These women were com-
peting against teams that had ex-
perienced and talented golfers. 
"It was difficult to adjust to at 
first," Concordia golfer Rachel 
Palmer said. "You could tell the 
difference in level of play between 
[Concordia University] and the 
established programs in the con-
ference. It is fun seeing how far 
we have come since then, though." 
Today, the women's golf team is 
getting stronger. Recruits have 
been coming in to increase the tal-
ent level on the team, and more 
money is being set aside for the 
program. It is getting closer to its 
goal of competing for a Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
chamnionshin. 
• 
one other teammate. Now, the en-
tire - team dedicates their time to 
off-season improvements." 
Natalie praises her teammates and 
her coach for their hard work and 
By Alison Grosskopf 
Q: Maybe this is a touchy sub-
ject, but I was truly amazed at 
how well you walk. Your feet 
seem to be unproportional to the 
rest of your body. Is there a story 
behind this? 
A: Uh, yeah. I am from a rare spe-
cies of bear, Ursa Concordius, who 
walk upright and enjoy inspiring 
spirit at sporting events. Our large 
feet are for kicking butt. 
Q: I really love all the Concordia 
gear you sport around. Where 
do you get jerseys in your size, 
and why do you never wear 
pants? 
A: The jerseys are made especially 
for me by a large animal sports 
outfitter. The reason we bears don't 
wear pants as a species is gener-
ally because of our tails and the 
furry nature of our anatomy. I wear 
a jersey to show spirit and as a 
fashion statement. Otherwise I go 
nude a lot. I use an industrial bottle 
of herbal essences every week to 
give my fur that golden sheen. 
Q: You seem to be a very well 
behaved and silly bear. I was 
wondering where you were from 
and who raised you? 
A: My family and I were the only 
Lutheran bears in the wilds of 
Shakopee. When the Bernstein 
bears sold out and went to work 
for Valley Fair, my family knew the 
bear community was going down 
the tubes and encouraged me to go 
to Concordia, St. Paul as a student. 
I got a psychology degree with an 
emphasis in Bear studies a couple 
of years ago, but I am currently 
staying on as the mascot as well as 
doing social work with the bears 
of Minnesota, Como and other 
Concordia soccer has undergone 
"growing pains." Last season the 
team was plagued with multiple in- 
juries as well as difficulties in re- 
taining athletes. Despite these hard- 
ships, CSP soc- 
cer has battled 
back. This year 
was their first 
ever winning 
season. "We are 
more competi- 
tive now than 
ever before," 
said Zachmann. 
"Our team had so 
zoos and preserves in the area. 
Q: You are the only bear I have 
ever met, but I do know that 
some bears eat fish, honey, and 
nuts. I heard that you gave up 
meat for Lent last year and 
never went back. Is this true? If 
so, what does your diet consist 
of? 
A: Yes, it is true, all true. I have 
compensated for the lack of meat 
by eating extra honey, fruit and 
nuts. That means a lot of breakfast 
cereals and granola for me. Oh, 
and protein shakes. Good stuff. To 
vent my predatory instincts I go out 
and shoot street hoops with 
Crunch, the Minnesota timber 
wolf. He's messed up, man. 
Q: Where is the rest of your fam-
ily? Do you ever get to go home 
and visit them? Do the airports 
make you clip your claws before 
you get on planes? 
A: One question at a time. There 
are a lot of members of my family 
tree that have made it as spokes 
bears and mascots for various 
things. Sugar Bear of Super 
Golden Crisp cereal, for instance, 
is a cousin of mine. And I think 
my sister's family got a deal doing 
toilet paper commercials or some-
thing. I don't watch a lot of TV. 
All of us upright bears get together 
once a year in the deep forests of 
Nebraska. It is quite a sight. Not 
meant for human eyes, unfortu-
nately. 
And finally, on planes I wear spe-
cial gloves called ForBears® 
which I am not allowed to remove 
under any circumstance until I dis-
embark the plane. 
dedication. "I have 
seen the soccer team 
develop so much," 
Schmit said 
Women's head soc-
cer coach, Scott 
Zachmann, is . the 
only other member of 
the Bears soccer team 
to see it thorough the 
past four years. 
"Natalie accepts and 	 much potential, 
understands her role better than and sometimes it was utilized and 
any other player," Zachmann said. we had success, other times it seems 
Zachmann said he is "forever in like the ball just didn't bounce our 
debt" to seniors Stephanie Hodson way," Schmit said. 
and Schmit. 	 "Overall, the team saw great im- 
Coach Zachmann appreciates es- provement from last year, and pre-
pecially Schmit's belief in him as vious years. Our results may not 
a "young, first-time head coach. be  statistically impressive, but any-
She stuck with me thorough the one who came to watch a game last 
growing pains," Zachmann said. year and then this year, will surely 
Schmit shares the same respect for notice incredible progress," Schmit 
her coach. "I never would have made said. "I am confident that the team 
it through these four seasons with- will only get better in the years to 
out him and all of the incredible girls come, and I will be there 100% to 
I have met throughout the years. support these girls in the future. 
Coach Zachmann is a very involved Not only are they my teammates; 
coach who will do anything in order they have become close friends that 
to help any of his players." I wish nothing but success for each 
of them in seasons to come." 
Interview With Golden Bear Comet 
I am confident that 
the team will only 
get better in the years 
to come, and I will 
be there 100% to 
support these 
girls in the future. 
- Natalie Schmit 
